Chapter XI
INEQUALITY
''"PHE world which a poor man inhabits is not the same
X as the world a rich man inhabits. If there is to be
intelligent co-operation between all members of a society,
there must be agreement as to the things upon which they
are to work together. People who are forced by economic
inequality to inhabit dissimilar universes will be unable to
co-operate intelligently.
To obtain complete equality of income for all is probably
impossible and perhaps even undesirable. But certain steps
in the direction of equalization can and undoubtedly ought
to be taken.
Even in capitalist countries the principle not only of the
minimum but also of the maximum wage has already been
admitted. Within the last thirty years it has generally been
agreed that there are limits beyond which incomes and
personal accumulations of capital ought not to go. In such
countries as England, France and, more recently, the United
States, fortunes are diminished at every death by anything
from a tenth to three-quarters. Between deaths, tie tax
collector regularly, takes away from the rich anything
from a quarter to three-fifths of their incomes.. Now
that the principle of the limitation of wealth has
been implicitly accepted, even by the wealthy, there
should be no great difficulty in imposing an absolute
maximum.
At what figure should the maximum wage be fixed? A
judge of the London Bankruptcy Court, retiring after half
a lifetime of service, made an interesting statement recently
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